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COST ACTION C23

Strategies for a Low Carbon Urban Built Environment  

Thursday 4th & Friday 5th December 2008, Ljubljana, Slovenia
Management Committee Meeting and WG Plenary Session
Present: 

· Chair: Phil Jones (PJ - UK), 

· Vice Chairs: Chris Tweed (CT - UK), Paulo Pinho (PP – PT)
· Hosts: Marjana Sijanec Zavrl (MS-SI), Tonka Grgic (TG - SI)
Adam Rybka (AR – PL), Aleksandra Kristic-Furunzic (AK - CS), Alexandra Djukic (AD - CS), Christopher Koroneos (CK - GR), Demetri Bouris (DB - GR), Elizabeth Vicki Stevenson (ES – UK), Gerald Leindecker (GL - AT), Fernando Brandão Alves (FA - PT), Jan Gorski (JG – PL), Juozas Ramanauskas (JR - LT), Kari Ojala (KO - FI), Luca Urbani (LU - CH), Manuel Larraya (ML - ES), Oyvind Aschehoug (OA - NO), Petros Lapithis (PLp - CY),  Raimondas Bliudzius (RB - LT), René Wansdronk (RW – NL), Torben Dahl (TD - DK), Vassiliki Karatsiori (VK – GR), Vincent Buhagiar (VB - MT)
Apologies: 

Anne Grete Hestnes (AGH - NO), Antonio Frattari (AF - IT), Debbie Taylor (DT – UK), Eugen Hiller (EH - DE), Fernando Rodriguez (FR – ES), Geralt Siebert (GS – DE), Luis Braganca (LB – PT), Maj-Britt Quitzau (MQ – DK), Maria Helena Corvacho (MHC - PT), Marc Frère (MF - BE), Morten Elle (ME - DK), Pekka Lahti (PLh - FI), Petter Naess (PN - NO), Rossano Albatici (RA - IT), Svetlana Klajic (SK - CS), Debbie Taylor (DT – UK), Veronique Stein (VS - CH), Winnie Fris Moller (WFM – DK), Willi Hüsler (WH - CH), Elisa Boelman (EB-C24)
Thierry Goger (TG – Scientific Officer), Carmencita Malimban (CM – Administrative Officer), 

	Item
	Action

	1
Welcome participants – Introductory remarks and adoption of the agenda

PJ welcomed the participants to the meeting and thanked the Slovenian hosts. 
The Management Committee approved the costs for this meeting in Slovenia. 
	

	2
Approval of the previous meetings minutes

The minutes from the Munich meeting (September 2008) were approved.
	

	3
Report from COST Administrative Officer

The  COST Adminstrative Office report was presented by PJ.
PJ informed participants that all actions are encouraged to organise Training Schools targeting Early Stage Researchers to be organized in early Spring 2009.  All participants were asked to think about how this could be carried out and contact DT.  The deadline for the expression of interest is 12/01/09 and can be found at events@cost.esf.org.

PJ informed participants that the Workshop on Environment and Transport in Ghardaia, Algeria was postponed from October 2008 to 16-19th February 2009 due to flooding.  More information can be found at http://www.cost.esf.org/index.php?id=238

	ALL

	4
Update of programme for C23

A proposal for a COST Strategic Workshop on ‘Sustainability in the Built Environment’ has been submitted to COST. The COST office has suggested that the workshop be undertaken by C23, C24 & C25 within their current funding.  Subject to funding being available (to be discussed at Belgrade meeting in May), representatives of C23 will present on carbon lifecycle at a sustainability workshop in Greece (June) being run by C24.  Representatives of C24 & C25 will be invited to the final C23 meeting in Cardiff in September. 

	PJ / CK

	5 Upcoming Meetings
Belgrade – 7-8th May 2009. Date has been confirmed. C23 will link with TU0701 on 8th May for a joint workshop. 

Cardiff – 17th & 18th September 2009 (end of Action 12th Oct 09)
Portugal – Low Carbon Cities Conference (18-22/10/09)
The Management Committee approved the funding proposals for the Belgrade and Cardiff meetings and the Low Carbon Cities Conference in Portugal.

	AK


	6 Update of website

All documents presented at meetings and other information are included on the website www.lcube.eu.com.
All presentations from this meeting are available on the lcube website under: /management_committe/management_committee_meetings.html - Ljubljana.
The Euro Carbon Atlas will be put up on the website. The paper version of the Euro Carbon Atlas will be a summary of the information on the website. 
If anyone has any relevant documents to include on the website or has any queries please email DT at taylord4@cardiff.ac.uk 


	DT

	7
Finance – joining grant system

COST is not yet ready to fully implement the COST Grant System. Therefore until further notice the COST Office will continue to allocate the funding.
A budget review will be undertaken at the Belgrade meeting.

	

	8
Short Term Scientific Missions

5 STSMs to date. All reports are on the website WG3 – reports. 
Participants were reminded of the opportunity to send early researchers on visits to partner institutions.  The application procedure can be found on the COST website at: 

http://www.cost.esf.org/fileadmin/cost_documents/guidelines/2-financial_instruments/2.3-STSM.pdf

Possible future STMS include:

Malta – Ljubljana (now scheduled for April 09 – new proposal to be sent to Debbie)
Portugal – Copenhagen
Portugal – UK (repeat of previous STMS)

Geneva - Madrid
OA indicated that a previous COST action had difficulty in justifying STMS in the final 6 months, and suggested that the situation be checked with the COST Administrative Office.  

GL is awaiting Reciprocal Pilot Programme application forms from COST.


	VB
DT


	9        Euro Carbon Atlas
PJ confirmed that no extension is required to allow for the official launch of the Euro Carbon Atlas at the The Urban Planners Conference “Low Carbon Cities” in Portugal on 18-22 October 2009.
The Euro Carbon Atlas matrix was discussed.  

All case studies will be submitted on the website, but must be provided as text not presentations.  The printed ATLAS requires all contributions to fit into a standard template.  

CT will distribute the UK contribution as a template for all other submissions to follow (with font as Times New Roman 10).  
All contributions to be translated into the template format and submitted to DT by 16/01/09. 
A distribution of key contacts to be made aware of the Action and the ATLAS is required.  So far contacts have been received for Denmark, Finland & Greece, contributions are required from all other countries. 
ATLAS progress will be reviewed in detail at Serbia meeting - all contributions will be available on website before this to allow preview.
Each submission must fit into 10 pages (this includes maps, photos, etc)
Austria – GL to translate case studies into text rather than presentations.  GL to provide WG1 - EPBD information if possible

Belgium – no current contact for Belgium.  CT to try to establish contact.  If this is not possible Belgium will be removed from the ATLAS.

Finland – KO to provide city case study

Germany – CT to email GS re EPBD submission

Italy – CT to contact RA to request contributions

Malta – VB to provide outstanding information 

Netherlands – RW to edit information to fit into available space.  WG2 legislation data has been received in pdf format.
Norway – PN to edit paper to fit into template. 
Poland – JG to translate meeting presentation into document for case study.

Serbia – AK to submit new build case study.  There will not be a submission for WG2 legislation.
Slovenia – MS will submit city case study on Jesenice instead of Ljubljana, and submit text for all sections.  The following case study has been received in powerpoint format: LCC & Integrated Planning Approach in Design Process of Mercator Retail Trade Shop Refurbishment Slovenia
Spain – ML to submit data on Madrid for city case study
UK – PJ to submit city case study and JP to submit planning legislation.
	CT
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	10
Opportunities for collaboration
· FP7 Environment Call – three proposals are being formed to answer this call (deadline 8/1/09).

ENV.2009.3.1.5.2 Benchmarking & Labeling of the Sustainability performance of buildings

2 project outlines have been circulated.

1 - Christopher Koroneos - Low resource consumption buildings and infrastructure through IPP approach

2 - Chris Tweed – B-SuPerB
Any potential partners should contact CK or CT as soon as possible.  In particular CT is looking for non academic partners.  VB to contact CT regarding appropriate contacts.
ENV.2009.4.2.3.2 Enhancing Connectivity between research & policymaking in sustainable developments
PJ to forward project outline to C23 (partic VB and AD who have appropriate contacts)
FA suggested that there was potential for PhD work to feed into the project.

Interested parties to suggest how they can participate
· IEEE was suggested as an appropriate funding source (dissemination focus rather than research)

· InterReg may also be appropriate.  MS to check dates for next call.

· New Action proposal:

Ideas were discussed for a new action topic “Upgrading the city for a zero carbon future”.  VS to help co-ordinate a framework which C23 can comment on.
	ALL

VB
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	12
Future Meetings

Future meeting venues were agreed for: 

· Belgrade, Serbia – 7th & 8th May 2009 (confirmed)
AK to send agenda to CT, PJ & DT by 16/12 for confirmation. 
· Cardiff, UK – 17th & 18th September 2009 
· Portugal – Low Carbon Cities Conference 18 – 22nd October 2009.
	AK/CT/
PJ/DT

	13
Any other business
· JG requires his details to be updated on website.  He also needs to know how to access the website (password etc).

	DT
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